43rd AGM of International Chamber of Commerce Sri Lanka

ICCSL held its 43rd Annual General Meeting on 17th August 2009 at Hotel Taj Samudra which was well attended by a cross section of its members with Mr. Sarath Jayatilake the Director General of Customs as Chief Guest.

Tissa Jayaweera the incumbent Chairman of ICCSL was unanimously re-elected to serve another term.  The following members too were elected to the Executive Committee

	Mr. Tissa Jayaweera
	-
	Chairman

	Mr. Granwille Perera
	-
	Vice Chairman

	Mr. Navaz Caffoor
	-
	Vice Chairman

	Mr. T. Someswaran
	-
	Vice Chairman

	Mr. Mangala P. B. Yapa
	-
	Vice Chairman

	Mr. M. Z. M. Ghouse
	-
	Vice Chairman/Treasurer

	Mr. Keerthi Gunawardane
	-
	Secretary

	Mr. Shanil Fernando
	-
	Deputy Secretary

	Mr. Nilam Usoof Jumat
	-
	Committee Member

	Mr. Jayantha Chandrapala
	-
	Committee Member

	Mr. Godfrey de Kretser
	-
	Committee Member

	Col. Faiz-ur Rahman
	-
	Committee Member

	Capt. Nalin Peiris
	-
	Committee Member

	Mr. Mahesh P. Pasqual
	-
	Committee Member

	Mr. Rohith Udalagama
	-
	Committee Member

	Dr. Chris Nonis
	-
	Committee Member

	Mr. Wimal Wettimuny
	-
	Committee Member

	Mr. Duminda A Kurukulasuriya
	-
	Committee Member


The Director General of Customs said that Customs is the second oldest profession in the world and he briefly traced the history of the Department in Sri Lanka.  He said that it is 200 years old and historically went back to mach earlier times where mention is made in the famous Godawaya rock inscription in which 10% of the earnings at the port was to be donated to the temple.

He referred to the present system in the department which is not very user friendly saddled with high costs and also too complicated for easy adoption.

The department he said was currently engaged in computerizing the customs procedures thus minimizing the involvement of the human hand. 

They are also into introducing best practices in imports, exports, warehouse bonding, priority clearing etc.  He said that ICC has played a very prominent and significant role in modernizing the customs activities.  He also said that they were studying what is called gap analysis, an initiative of customs and requested the co-operation of the trade chambers to make it successful and effective.

Gamini Peiris the Chief Executive Officer said that ICCSL was closely associated with customs in the issuance and receipt of ATA Carnet Certificates.  

The ATA Carnet Certificate is an international accepted customs document honoured in countries in Asia, Africa, Americas and European Union.  It enables the holder to admit goods into foreign countries as Commercial Samples, Exhibits, at Trade Fairs and Exhibitions and as professional equipment, duty free and tax free.  The Carnet is popularly known as the passport for goods.  It is one of the best examples of private and public partnership.  The holder benefits by not having to post securities, guarantees or bonds at various entry points.  The holder also does not have to carry a large amount of foreign currency on his person.  The customs on the other hand benefit by receiving all relevant information regarding an importation in one document.  It saves time, energy and money to all parties concerned.  

The CEO briefly outlined the future activities of the chamber and urged members to avail themselves of the Certificate of Origin issued by ICCSL.  Some other chambers too issue the Certificate of Origin.  The ICCSL is also authorized to issue them.  He said that the ICCSL will gain membership in the Commercial Crime Services of ICC to assist the business community.  As at present one does not have a readymade effective mechanism to find the credibility of a prospective buyer or a seller.  The CCS with its global connections undertakes to provide such information to its clients.  Another instance is where cargo on board a vessel can go missing due to piracy or some other fraudulent act. In such cases to CCS does the necessary investigations to locate the missing shipment.

ICCSL has collaborated with the Legal and Social Development Foundation to hold examinations of the Institute of Arbitration of Singapore.  It is a positive measure to bring down costs of candidates who otherwise would have to travel to Singapore the certificate issued by them would greatly enhance the chances of migration of those who desire to do so.  ICCSL has recently commenced training the bankers in the proper usage of international trade instruments in compliance with rules provided by ICC with a view to maintaining consistency of interpretations of rules so that the banks may minimize rejection of documents due to various discrepancies.  ICCSL is the only representative body in Sri Lanka of the ICC Banking Commission in Paris, the leading global rules making body for the banking industry that produces universally accepted rules and guidelines for international banking practices.  

The training imparted is important considering the prevailing global financial crises that might lead to more rejections of documents due to technical reasons as a means to avoid payments for various exports.  ICCSL will also undertake a three month certificate course covering all aspects of Documentary Credits, Demand Guarantees, Collection bills, Bank to Bank reimbursements and Incoterms.  Successful candidates will be issued with a ICC validated certificate.  CEO said the training is not confined to bankers alone but that it could be extended to other private and public sector organizations who wish their staff train on these matters.

